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SPECIES LIST 

 
Native Plants of the Cooks River to Iron 

Cove GreenWay 
 
 
The following species list represents a list of plants that 
occurred naturally within the pre-European GreenWay 
catchment or that have historically recorded. Species names 
are those currently used by the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Sydney.  
 
It is acknowledged that Floodplain Forest, estuarine Mangrove and Saltmarsh 
communities would historically have been present within the GreenWay and it is the 
intent to include this information in the future.  
 
The objective of this document is to consolidate information relevant to the pre-
European vegetation composition GreenWay in order to provide a concise local 
provenance species reference. 
 
This species list is adapted from the following texts: 
 

• Benson, D.H. & Howell, J. (1990) Taken for Granted: The bushland of Sydney 
and its suburbs. Kangaroo Press. 

  
This text has been chosen due to its widespread acceptance by the scientific 
community including the Utilisation within determination of Sydney 
Turpentine- Ironbark Forest as an endangered Ecological Community under 
the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995. 

 
• Benson,D.  Ondinea, D. and Bear, V, (1999) Missing Jigsaw Pieces: The 

Bushplants of the Cooks River Valley. Royal otanic Gardens Sydney. 
 

This text has been adopted as a guiding text by volunteer bushcare groups 
such as the Inner West Environment Group (IWEG) working towards re-
establishment of native vegetation within the GreenWay.   

 
It is acknowledged that this information will be subject to changes and adaptations in 
the future. 
 
To provide feedback or more information please contact Adam Ward, Biodiversity 
Officer, GreenWay Sustainability Project on (02) 9716 1865 or email 
adamw@ashfield.nsw.gov.au. 
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Key  
 
TI = Sydney Turpentine Ironbark Forest 
Sf = Sandstone Forest and Woodland 
Sh = Sandstone Heath, 
t = tree ,  
s = shrub,  
g = groundcovers, grasses and low shrubs (<0.5m) 
f = fern 
v =vine 
[ ] = a previously used name 
 
 

Sydney Turpentine Ironbark Forest, 
Sandstone Forest/ Woodland and Sandstone 
Heath plants of the Cooks River to Iron Cove 

GreenWay 
 

Species name  Common 
Name  

Growth 
Form  

Plant community 

   TI SF Sh 
Acacia binervia  
[Acacia 
glaucescens] 

Coast Myall t TI Sf  

Acacia bynoeana     Sh 
Acacia  decurrens Sydney 

Green 
Wattle 

t TI   

Acacia falcata Sickle 
Wattle 

s/t TI Sf  

Acacia  floribunda  Sally Wattle s/t  Sf  
Acacia hispidula  s  Sf  
Acacia implexa Hickory s/t TI   
Acacia  linifolia  Flax-leafed 

Wattle 
s  Sf  

Acacia  longifolia  Sydney 
Golden 
Wattle 

s TI  Sh 

Acacia longissima  s TI   
Acacia myrtifolia Myrtle 

Wattle 
s TI  Sh 

Acacia  
parramattensis 

Parramatta 
Green 
Wattle 

s/t TI Sf  

Acacia  pubescens Downy 
Wattle 

s TI   

Acacia  stricta  s TI   
Acacia  
suaveolens  

Sweet-
scented 
Wattle 

s   Sh 

Acacia  terminalis  Sunshine s  Sf Sh 
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Wattle 
Acacia  ulicifolia Prickly 

Moses 
s  Sf Sh 

Acianthus exsertus Gnat 
Orchid 

g   Sh 

Acmena smithii  Lillypilly t  Sf  
Actinotus helianthi  Flannel 

Flower 
g   Sh 

Actinotus minor  g   Sh 
Adiantum 
aethiopicum 

Maidenhair 
Fern 

f TI Sf  

Agrostis avenacea   Blown 
Grass 

g TI   

Allocasuarina 
littoralis  

Black She-
oak 

s/t  Sf Sh 

Alphitonia excelsa Red Ash t  Sf  
Amyema congener 
ssp. congener  

Mistletoe s  Sf Sh 

Amyema 
pendulum 

 s  Sf  

Angophora costata Smooth-
barked 
Apple 

t  Sf  

Angophora 
floribunda 

Rough-
barked 
Apple 

t TI Sf  

Angophora hispida Dwarf 
Apple 

s   Sh 

Anisopogon 
avenaceus  

Oat 
Speargrass 

g   Sh 

Aotus ericoides  s  Sf Sh 
Aristida ramosa Three-awn 

Speargrass 
g TI  Sh 

Aristida vagans  Three-awn 
Speargrass 

g TI Sf Sh 

Aristida warburgii   g  Sf  
Asplenium 
australasicum  

Bird’s Nest 
Fern 

f  Sf  

Asplenium 
flabellifolium 

Necklace 
Fern 

f  Sf  

Astroloma 
humifusum 

Native 
Cranberry  

g TI  Sh 

Astroloma 
pinifolium 

 g   Sh 

Baeckea linifolia Heath-
myrtle 

s  Sf  

Banksia integrifolia Coastal 
Banksia 

t  Sf  

Banksia 
oblongifolia 

 s   Sh 

Banksia serrata  Old Man 
Banksia 

s/t  Sf Sh 

Banksia spinulosa  Hair-pin 
Banksia 

s   Sh 

Bauera rubioides  Dog Rose s  Sf  
Billardiera 
scandens  

Apple Berry v TI Sf Sh 
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Blandfordia nobilis  Christmas 
Bells 

g   Sh 

Blechnum 
cartilagineum 

Gristle Fern f  Sf  

Blechnum indicum Bungwall 
Fern 

f   Sh 

Bossiaea 
heterophylla  

 s  Sf Sh 

Bothriochloa 
macra 

 g TI   

Brachyloma 
daphnoides  

Daphne 
Heath 

s   Sh 

Breynia 
oblongifolia  

Breynia s TI Sf  

Burchardia 
umbellata  

Milkmaids g   Sh 

Bursaria spinosa  Blackthorn s TI Sf  
Caesia parviflora  Grass-lily g   Sh 
Callicoma 
serratifolia  

Black 
Wattle 

s/t  Sf  

Callistemon 
citrinus  

Crimson 
Bottlebrush 

s   Sh 

Callistemon 
linearis 

Narrow-
leaved 
Bottlebrush 

s   Sh 

Calochilus 
campestris 

Copper 
Beard 
Orchid 

g   Sh 

Calochlaena dubia 
[Culcita dubia] 

False 
Bracken 
Fern 

f  Sf  

Calotis cuneifolia Blue Burr-
daisy 

g TI   

Cassinia aculeata  s TI   
Cassinia arcuata  s TI   
Cassinia 
aureonitens 

 s  Sf  

Cassinia longifolia  s TI   
Cassinia 
quinquefaria 

 s TI   

Cassinia uncata  s TI   
Cassytha 
pubescens 
[Cassytha 
paniculata]  

Devil’s 
Twine 

v TI  Sh 

Cayratia 
clematidea 

 v TI   

Centella asiatica   g TI   
Centrolepis 
fascicularis  

 g   Sh 

Ceratopetalum 
apetalum  

Coachwood t  Sf  

Ceratopetalum 
gummiferum 

Christmas 
Bush 

s/t  Sf Sh 

Cheilanthes 
sieberi  

Mulga Fern f TI  Sh 

Chiloglottis reflexa Ant Orchid g   Sh 
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Chloanthes 
stoechadis 

 g   Sh 

Christella dentata   f  Sf  
Cissus hypoglauca Native 

Grape 
v  Sf  

Clematis 
glycinoides  

Old Man’s 
Beard 

v TI Sf  

Clerodendrum 
tomentosum 

 s TI Sf  

Commelina 
cyanea  

 g TI Sf  

Conospermum 
longifolium subsp. 
angustifolium 

Cone-seed s   Sh 

Correa reflexa  s TI  Sh 
Corybas 
aconitiflorus 

Cradle 
Orchid 

g   Sh 

Crassula 
sieberana 

 g   Sh 

Cryptandra amara 
var. amara 

 s   Sh 

Cyathea australis  Rough 
Treefern 

f  Sf  

Cymbopogon 
refractus 

Barbed-
wire Grass 

g TI Sf  

Cyperus enervis  g  Sf  
Cyperus imbecillis  g  Sf  
Dampiera stricta   g   Sh 
Danthonia setacea Wallaby 

Grass 
g TI   

Danthonia tenuior Wallaby 
Grass 

g TI Sf Sh 

Daviesia ulicifolia   s TI   
Dendrophthoe 
vitellina  

Mistletoe s TI Sf  

Dianella caerulea  Flax Lily g TI Sf Sh 
Dianella longifolia 
var. longifolia 
[Dianella laevis] 

Flax Lily g TI   

Dianella revoluta  Flax Lily g TI   
Dichelachne crinita  Plume 

Grass 
g TI  Sh 

Dichelachne 
inaequiglumis  

Plume 
Grass 

g TI   

Dichelachne 
micrantha  

Plume 
Grass 

g TI Sf Sh 

Dichelachne rara Plume 
Grass 

g TI Sf  

Dichondra repens Kidney 
Weed 

g TI  Sh 

Digitaria diffusa Fingergrass g   Sh 
Digitaria parviflora Fingergrass g   Sh 
Dillwynia parviflora  s TI   
Dillwynia retorta 
[includes ssp. A] 

Parrot Pea s   Sh 

Dillwynia sieberi 
[previously included in 
Dillwynia juniperina] 

 s TI   
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Dipodium 
punctatum 

 g  Sf  

Dodonaea 
triquetra  

Hop Bush s TI Sf  

Dodonaea viscosa  s TI   
Drosera auriculata  Sundew g   Sh 
Drosera peltata Sundew g   Sh 
Drosera spathulata Sundew g   Sh 
Echinopogon 
caespitosus var. 
caespitosus 

Hedgehog 
Grass 

g TI   

Echinopogon 
ovatus 

Hedgehog 
Grass 

g   Sh 

Einadia hastata  
[Rhagodia hastata]  

Berry 
Saltbush 

g TI   

Einada trigonos 
ssp. trigonos 

Fishweed g TI   

Elaeocarpus 
reticulatus 

Blueberry 
Ash 

t TI Sf  

Entolasia 
marginata 

 g TI Sf  

Entolasia stricta  Wiry Panic g TI Sf  
Epacris longiflora Native 

Fuchsia 
s  Sf Sh 

Epacris 
microphylla 

Coral Heath s   Sh 

Epachris pulchella  Coral Heath s   Sh 
Epilobium 
billardieranum 
[including ssp. 
cinereum and ssp. 
hydrophilum] 

 g TI Sf  

Eragrostis brownii Brown’s 
Love Grass 

g TI Sf Sh 

Eragrostis 
leptostachya 

Love Grass g   Sh 

Eriostemon 
australasius 

Pink Wax 
Flower 

s   Sh 

Eriostemon scaber 
ssp. scaber 

Wax Flower s   Sh 

Eucalyptus 
botryoides 

Bangalay t  Sf  

Eucalyptus fibrosa 
ssp. fibrosa 

Broad-
leaved 
Ironbark 

t TI   

Eucalyptus 
globoidea  

White 
Stringybark 

t TI   

Eucalyptus 
haemastoma  

Scribbly 
Gum 

t  Sf Sh 

Eucalyptus 
longifolia 

Woollybutt t TI   

Eucalyptus 
moluccana 

Grey Box t TI   

Eucalyptus 
obstans 

 s/t   Sh 

Eucalyptus 
paniculata 

Grey 
Ironbark 

t TI   
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Eucalyptus 
pilularis  

Blackbutt t TI Sf  

Eucalyptus piperita  Sydney 
Peppermint 

t  Sf  

Eucalyptus 
punctata 

Grey Gum t TI Sf  

Eucalyptus 
resinifera 

Red 
Mahogany 

t TI   

Eucalyptus 
robusta x 
tereticornis 

 t  Sf  

Eucalyptus saligna  Sydney 
Blue Gum 

t TI Sf  

Eustrephus 
latifolius  

Wombat 
Berry 

v TI Sf Sh 

Exocarpos 
cupressiformis  

Native 
Cherry 

t TI Sf  

Ficus rubiginosa  Port 
Jackson Fig 

t TI Sf  

Fimbristylis 
dichotoma  

 g   Sh 

Gahnia clarkei  Sword 
Grass 

g   Sh 

Gleichenia dicarpa  Coral Fern f  Sf  
Gleichenia 
microphylla  

Coral Fern f  Sf  

Glochidion 
ferdinandi  

Cheese 
Tree 

t TI Sf  

Glycine 
clandestina  

Love 
Creeper 

v TI Sf Sh 

Glycine 
microphylla 

Love 
Creeper 

v   Sh 

Glycine tabacina Love 
Creeper 

v TI  Sh 

Gonocarpus 
micranthus 

 g   Sh 

Gonocarpus 
teucrioides  

Raspwort g TI  Sh 

Goodenia 
bellidifolia  

 g TI   

Goodenia 
hederacea  

 g TI  Sh 

Goodenia ovata   s TI   
Grevillea buxifolia Grey Spider 

flower 
s   Sh 

Grevillea 
mucronulata 

 s   Sh 

Grevillea sericea  Pink Spider 
Flower 

s   Sh 

Grevillea 
sphacelata 

 s   Sh 

Hakea dactyloides   s  Sf Sh 
Hakea sericea  s   Sh 
Hardenbergia 
violacea  

 v TI Sf Sh 

Hemarthria 
uncinata 

 g   Sh 
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Hibbertia aspera   s TI Sf Sh 
Hibbertia bracteata  s  Sf  
Hibbertia dentata   v  Sf  
Hibbertia diffusa  g TI Sf  
Hibbertia 
empetrifolia 

 g   Sh 

Hibbertia 
pedunculata 

 g TI   

Hibbertia 
scandens 

Snake Vine v TI Sf Sh 

Hibbertia 
serpyllifolia 

 g   Sh 

Histiopteris incisa  Batswing 
Fern 

f  Sf  

Hovea linearis   s  Sf  
Hybanthus 
monopetalus 

 g  Sf  

Hydrocotyle 
peduncularis  

Pennywort g  Sf  

Hypericum 
gramineum  

 g   Sh 

Hypolepis muelleri  Harsh 
Ground 
Fern 

f  Sf  

Imperata cylindrica 
var. major  

Blady 
Grass 

g TI Sf  

Indigofera australis Native 
Indigo 

s TI   

Isopogon 
anemonifolius  

Drumsticks s   Sh 

Jacksonia 
scoparia 

 s   Sh 

Juncus planifolius   g   Sh 
Kennedia 
rubicunda  

Dusky 
Coral Pea 

v TI Sf Sh 

Kunzea ambigua  Tick Bush s TI  Sh 
Kunzea capitata  s   Sh 
Lagenifera 
stipitata 

 g  Sf  

Lambertia formosa  Mountain 
Devil 

s   Sh 

Lasiopetalum 
ferrugineum var. 
ferrugineum  

Rusty 
Petals 

s   Sh 

Laxmannia gracilis Slender 
Wire-lily 

g   Sh 

Lepidosperma 
laterale  

Sword-
sedge 

g TI  Sh 

Leptomeria acida  Native 
Currant 

s   Sh 

Leptospermum 
arachnoides 

 s   Sh 

Leptospermum 
juniperinum 

 s   Sh 

Leptospermum 
polygalifolium           
[Leptospermum 

Yellow Tea-
tree 

s  Sf Sh 
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flavescens]  
Leptospermum 
trinervium 
[Leptospermum 
attenuatum]  

 s  Sf Sh 

Lepyrodia scariosa   g   Sh 
Leucopogon 
amplexicaulis 

 s  Sf  

Leucopogon 
ericoides  

Beard-
heath 

s   Sh 

Leucopogon 
juniperinus  

Beard-
heath 

s TI  Sh 

Leucopogon 
lanceolatus  

Beard-
heath 

s  Sf  

Leucopogon 
microphyllus 

 s   Sh 

Lindsaea linearis  Screw Fern f   Sh 
Lindsea 
microphylla  

Lacy 
Wedge 
Fern 

f   Sh 

Lissanthe strigosa Native 
Cranberry 

s TI  Sh 

Livistonia australis Cabbage 
Palm 

t  Sf?  

Lobelia dentata   g  Sf  
Lobelia gracilis   g  Sf  
Logania albiflora   s  Sf  
Lomandra 
cylindrica  

Mat-rush g TI   

Lomandra filiformis 
[includes ssp. 
coriacea and ssp. 
filiformis]  

Mat-rush g TI  Sh 

Lomandra glauca  Mat-rush g TI  Sh 
Lomandra 
longifolia  

Mat-rush g TI Sf Sh 

Lomandra 
multiflora [includes 
ssp. multiflora]  

Mat-rush g   Sh 

Lomandra obliqua  Mat-rush g   Sh 
Lomatia silaifolia  Crinkle 

Bush 
s  Sf Sh 

Macrozamia 
communis 

Burrawang s  Sf  

Marsdenia 
suaveolens  

 v  Sf  

Maytenus 
silvestrus 

Orangebark s TI   

Melaleuca deanei   s   Sh 
Melaleuca decora   t TI   
Melaleuca 
linariifolia  

Snow-in-
summer 

t   Sh 

Melaleuca nodosa   s TI  Sh 
Melaleuca 
styphelioides  

Prickly-
leaved 
Paperbark 

t  Sf  

Melaleuca  s   Sh 
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thymifolia 
Micrantheum 
ericoides  

 s   Sh 

Microlaena 
stipoides  

Weeping 
Meadow 
Grass 

g TI Sf  

Monotoca elliptica Tree 
Broom-
Heath 

s   Sh 

Monotoca scoparia   s   Sh 
Muellerina 
celastroides 

Coast 
Mistletoe 

s  Sf  

Notelaea longifolia  Mock Olive s TI Sf  
Notelaea ovata Mock Olive s  Sf  
Olearia 
microphylla  

Bridal Daisy 
Bush 

s TI Sf  

Omalanthus 
nutans 
[Omalanthus 
populifolius]  

Bleeding 
Heart 

s/t TI Sf  

Omphacomeria 
acerba 

 s   Sh 

Opercularia 
aspera  

Stink Weed s   Sh 

Opercularia varia   g TI   
Oplismenus 
aemulus  

Basket 
Grass 

g TI Sf Sh 

Oplismenus 
imbecillis 

Basket 
Grass 

g   Sh 

Oxalis exilis  g TI   
Ozothamnus 
diosmifolius 
[Helichysum 
diosmifolium]  

Everlasting s TI Sf Sh 

Pandorea 
pandorana  

Wonga-
wonga Vine 

v TI Sf Sh 

Panicum simile  Panic g TI Sf  
Paspalidium 
distans 

 g TI   

Patersonia fragilis  g   Sh 
Patersonia 
glabrata  

 g   Sh 

Pelargonium 
inodorum 

 g  Sf  

Pellaea falcata 
var. falcata  

Sickle Fern f  Sf  

Persoonia 
lanceolata  

Geebung s   Sh 

Persoonia laurina  Geebung s  Sf Sh 
Persoonia levis  Geebung s  Sf Sh 
Persoonia linearis  Geebung s TI Sf  
Petrophile 
pulchella  

Cone-sticks s   Sh 

Philydrum 
lanuginosum 

Woolly 
Frogmouth 

g  Sf  

Phyllanthus 
gasstroemii 

Blunt 
Spurge 

s TI   
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Phyllanthus 
hirtellus 
[Phyllanthus 
thymoides]  

 g TI  Sh 

Pimelea linifolia  Rice Flower s  Sf Sh 
Pittosporum 
revolutum 

 s TI Sf  

Pittosporum 
undulatum  

Sweet 
Pittosporum 

t TI Sf  

Platylobium 
formosum  

Flat-Pea s  Sf  

Platysace 
lanceolata  

Native 
Parsnip 

s   Sh 

Platysace 
linearifolia  

Carrot Tops s  Sf Sh 

Poa affinis Tussock 
Grass 

g TI Sf Sh 

Podocarpus 
spinulosus  

Plum Pine s   Sh 

Podolobium 
ilicifolium 
[Oxylobium 
ilicifolium]  

Native Holly s TI   

Polyscias 
sambucifolia  

Elderberry 
Panax 

s TI Sf  

Pomaderris 
discolor  

 s  Sf  

Pomaderris 
ferruginea  

 s  Sf  

Pomaderris 
intermedia 
[Pomaderris 
sieberana] 

 s  Sf Sh 

Pomax umbellata   g c Sf Sh 
Poranthera 
corymbosa  

 s  Sf  

Poranthera 
microphylla  

 g TI Sf Sh 

Pratia 
purpurascens  

 g TI Sf  

Pseuderanthemum 
variabile  

 g TI Sf  

Psilotum nudum  Skeleton 
Fork-fern 

f  Sf  

Pteridium 
esculentum  

Bracken 
Fern 

f TI Sf Sh 

Pterostylis 
concinna  

Greenhood 
Orchid 

g   Sh 

Pterostylis 
grandiflora 

Greenhood 
Orchid 

g   Sh 

Pterostylis nutans  Greenhood 
Orchid 

g   Sh 

Pultenaea 
daphnoides  

Bush Pea s  Sf  

Pultenaea 
linophylla 

Bush Pea s  Sf  

Pultenaea 
stipularis  

Bush Pea s  Sf  
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Pultenaea villosa  Bush Pea s TI   
Ranunculus 
lappaceus 

Buttercup g TI   

Rapanea variabilis Mutton 
Wood 

s TI Sf  

Rubus parvifolius Native 
Raspberry 

v TI   

Rumex brownii   g TI   
Sarcopetalum 
harveyanum 

Pearl Vine v  Sf  

Scaevola 
ramosissima  

Fan Flower g   Sh 

Schoenus apogon   g TI   
Schoenus 
melanostachys  

 g  Sf  

Senecio hispidulus 
var. hispilulus 

Rough 
Groundsel 

g TI Sf  

Smilax glyciphylla Smilax v TI Sf  
Sporobolus 
diander 

 g TI   

Stackhousia 
monogyna 

 g  Sf  

Stackhousia 
viminea 

 g TI   

Stipa pubescens Speargrass g TI   
Stipa rudis ssp. 
nervosa  

Speargrass g TI   

Stylidium 
graminifolium  

Trigger 
Plant 

g  Sf Sh 

Styphelia triflora  Five-
corners 

s   Sh 

Styphelia tubiflora  s   Sh 
Syncarpia 
glomulifera  

Turpentine t TI Sf  

Syzygium 
paniculatum 

Magenta 
Lillypilly 

t  Sf  

Tetratheca juncea  g   Sh 
Themeda australis Kangaroo 

Grass 
g TI Sf Sh 

Todea barbara  King Fern f  Sf  
Trachymene incisa 
ssp. incisa 

 g   Sh 

Trema aspera Native 
Peach 

s/t  Sf  

Tristaniopsis 
laurina  

Water Gum t  Sf  

Tylophora barbata  v TI Sf  
Velleia lyrata  g   Sh 
Veronica calycina Speedwell g  Sf  
Veronica plebeia  Speedwell g TI Sf  
Viminaria juncea Golden 

Spray 
s   Sh 

Wahlenbergia 
gracilis  

Native 
Bluebell 

g TI Sf Sh 

Xanthorrhoea 
arborea  

Grass-tree g  Sf  

Xanthorrhoea Grass-tree g   Sh 
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media  
Xanthosia pilosa   g  Sf Sh 
Xanthosia 
tridentata  

 g  Sf Sh 

Xylomelum 
pyriforme  

Woody 
Pear 

s/t  Sf  

Zieria pilosa   s   Sh 
Zieria smithii   s TI Sf  
 
 

Contact Details  
Adam Ward 
Biodiversity Officer 
GreenWay Sustainability Project 
Ashfield Council 
260 Liverpool Road 
Ashfield NSW 2131 
T:   (02) 9716 1865 
E:  adamw@ashfield.nsw.gov.au 


